DROSERA BINATA 

by I. Gilbm 

7 Benndoiig Sl, Kedron, Qjieensland, 1031, Australia 


Of the Drosera geniis, one of the most 
toininonly grown, and indeed one of the 

s] >ecies dej)icted on the front covei of 
‘Siindew’, is Drosera binata. Plants of the upe 
lorin, nowknownasD. binata T f\)nn’, were 
hrst eolleeted bv the Preneh expedition, 
along Australia's south eoast, led by 
L’PauieeasteauKduiing 1792. The naturalist 
who aeeoinpanied the expeditit)n, Sabil- 
lardiere, lirst tleseribed D. binata in 1808. 

It is a witle spreatl s{)ecies extending 
Iroin Lraser Islantl souihwartl along eoastal 
south-east Qiieensland and in N.S.W. ex- 
teiuling west as far as the north and south 
tablelands, the east and west ct)ast of 
Ydetoria and inlantl along soine river sys- 
teins and ranges. Its inost western e.xteinity 
is in South-east South Australia wheie it 
oteurs in eoastal bogs antl on Mt. Lofty 
Ranges. D. binata also oeeurs sj)asint)dicalK' 
ihroughout Tasinania antl New Zealantl. 

D. binata requires eontinual wet aeiti eon- 
ditions antl naturalK inhabits bt)gs antl 
swainps. In the nortliern extreinities t)f its 
gTowing habitat })lants ean have one to 
several short tlt)rinant periods during the 
eooler nionths. As the speeies extentls south 
through inore teinperate areas the winter 
dt^nnantw peiiotl lengthens. In the south- 
ern regit)ns D. binata will gt) intt) tlt)rmancv^ 
tluring autumn and not re-a])j)ear until 
mitl s{)nng. 

The s{)ecies has been tlivitletl into one 
lt)rin and two varieties. The t\'{)e ft)rm, D. 
binata ‘T Porin’, is a hardy {)lant frt)m the 
tein^^emte /.ones. Although it is the smallest 

t) f the deseribed seetions ‘T Fonn’ 
mav still exceetl tweKe inthes in height. 
Manv smooth tTlintirieal leal stalks extend 
h'om the plant’s eentral erown. Eath leaf 
stalk tlivitles intt) two, giving a ft)rked or 
w’ishbone appearanee. The flattened blatles 
ol the ft)rk are ct)vei etl frt)m axis to ti{) with 
hne, led, nuitilage tip{)ed hairs. I have 
witnessetl ven little int)veinent of leaf 
blatles (sueh as with D. eapensis ete.), however 
the tlew-ti{){)etl tentaeles bect)me ver\^ ae- 
tive, when an inseets eomes in eontaet and 
inake a inost effective tra{).The new’ leaves, 


whieh are ])rt)tluced froni the eentre of the 
erown, start as a tightK' wountl tt)il, then 
unroll mueh the same as a new' fern hond 
tloes. Eaeh divisit)n of the leaf unrolls in the 
same fashit)n thus {)rt)tecting the tips until 
ihe Ieaf has fullv inaturetl. New’ suekers grow' 
hom the base t)f the {)lant’s crt)W'n anti mav 
eoine u{) hoin anv seetion of the {)lant’s 
thiek w'iry' roots. Manv Yi ineh wTite, hve 
petalled howers are l)t)unie on tall raeemes. 
The raeemes ohen exceed tw'iee the {)lant’s 
height. Ahhough tleseribed as a form, D. 
bimta ‘T Eorm,’ is a genetieally stable varietv 
and w'ill alw'ays germinate true to ty])e. 

Bv the original descri{)tion bv Darw'in, of 
D. binata \ 2 iv\ieX\dichotoma, it w't)ultl a{){)car to 
be t)f the plant now rcfcrred to as the ‘Giant 
Ty{)e.’ Sinee the original descri])tion a ‘Small 
Tv{)e’ ft)rm has beeome eominon in tTihiva- 
tion. Both typeso^D. binata \ 2 inviy diehotoma 
are btitanieally similar toD. binata ‘T Eorm’, 
exce{)t that the inature leaf blatles tlivitlc two 
or more times giving eaeh leaf between tw'o 
antl eight ti{)s. Ohen, in either tv{)e, an 
uneven diy'ision oeeurs (e.g. three ti{)s on 
one sitle and two on the oiher). The ‘sniall 
iv{)e’is similar in size and appearanee to ‘T 
Ponn’ but usualK’ a {)ale green eolour. The 
‘Giant Type’ whieh may cxcecd three feet in 
height is one t)f the largest {)lants in the 
Drosera genus. Its thiek, branehing Aow'er 
raeeines tower aboee the foliage height and 
bear numerous one ineh diameter white 
nt)w'ers. Beeause t)f apparent diherenees 
btTween bt)th gi ow'ing habits aiul flt)w'ers of 
the ‘Giant’ antl ‘SinaH’ ty{)e, bt)tanists may 
yet sub-divitle them into separate ft)nns or 
varieties. 

D. binata v’ar. midtifida nt)rmallv oeeurs t)n 
the w’arnier nonhern habitats t)f the s{)ecics 
gi owing range. It is larger but again vcge- 
tativcly similar to the ty{)c ft)rm, except the 
leaves divide into six or eight segnients and 
the tentaeles are usualK' dec{) reti. A ft)rm of 
this \’arietv’, ealletl ''extrema'\ whieh oeeurs 
in ct)asta.l and island sw'amps and marshes 
north t)f Brisbane, ean develt){) oser thirry' 
leaf tlivisit)ns. Lea\'es t)f this ft)rm both 
a{){)ear and wt)rk like a large s{)itlcr’s web. 


74 


Carnivorous Plant Newsletter 



Drosera binata 


Volume 13 • September 1984 


75 








Aiioiherless eoninion forni of v'ariety 
[ida j)roduces atiractive pink fIo\vers, a ver\^ 
sought aherplant l)vC.P. growers. Leaves of 
var. multifida are zygoinorphic, the right side 
being a inirror iinage of the left. The latter 
two deseribed vai ieties of A binata retain the 
tvpical wishbone leaf lonn until the plant 
has reaehed niatiinty. 

One of the easiesi o{ Drosera to cultivate, 
D. bnuita inakes a lovely inulti-planting or 
basket speeiinen. Plant in broad shallow 
pots, to aeeominodate the large root systein. 
A peat and sand inediuin is reeoininended. 
Position pots in strong light or growth will 
lieeoine weak and inueous won’t be pro- 
dueed. Kee|) the mediuin wet to sodden 
during gi'owth periods, and maintain some 


moisture during donnaney. Peeding with a 
wTak organie lenilizer will help produee 
strong, healthy growths, but take eare not to 
overdo it. A single plant of D. binata ean 
eateh and digest hundreds of moths, mos- 
quitoes and other small inseets, eaeh giowth 
season. 

To proj)agate, take Ieaf euttings or root 
divisions during the period from mid spring 
to early suminer. Seed of D. birnta should 
germinate easily without stratirieation, but if 
you’re not sueeeeding, tr\' plaeing seed in 
the fridge for two weeks belore sowing. Sow 
seed from early to late spring. 

References: 

“Plants of Prev” by Riea Eriekson 
“Carnivorous Plants” by Adrain Slaek 


Drosera indiea 

b\ Bruee Pierson 


Drosera indiea is an annual sj3ecies whi( h is 
lairly easy to grow from seed. I sow tlie seed 
on a mixture ol three j)arts peat, one part 
sand. The seed should be j)lanted in eaiiv 
spring, to ensure the longest possible 
growing season lor the j)lants. Germination 
ean be slow, j)aiticularl\ if the weather is 
eool. It ean be 4 to 8 weeks before the seed 
germinates, sometimes longer. 

S(‘(*dlings s(‘em j)rone to damj)ing oli, 
j)arti( ularl\ if there is insulTieient air eireu- 
lation, so ha\e good air eireulation and a not 
too high humi(litv. A sunny j)osition seems 
to suit this j)lant, with j)ossibl\' 25% shading 
in the hotter months. My watering is bythe 
tra\ inethod, with 10-20 min of water in the 
tra\ being ideal. I grow 4-6 plants in a 100 
mm j)ot. 

Through the growing season, the plant 
wili develoj) (juitea long stem, whieh is veiy 
thin and oBers no suj)jx)rt to the j)lant, 
whieh will trail along ainthing in its j)ath. 
The stem will reaeh 4.5 ein or longer in the 
growingseason with leaves 1.5 ein long. The 
llowers are boine on a sej)arate stem to 2.5 
em long, bearing as manv as 12 llowers. 
Alter setting, the seed will rij)en slowK', 
staiiing with the [)od nearest the stem. 


The growing season for this j)lant is from 
mid-late sj)ring, until late autumn-early 
winter. Proj)agati()n is I)\' se(xl onlv, whieh 
must be eolleeted as it rij)ens, and stored in 
the fri(lge until next season (seed Eillinginto 
the j)()t will generally remain dorniant). At 
the end of tlie gi owing season, the j)Iant will 
deeline and die, (lej)endent on its seed to 
carr\' the sj)ecies on. 


LAST GHANGE! 

Anyone wishing to be 
excluded froni the ICPS 
director\' should notify 
Pat Hansen immediately: 
3321 Hamell Road, 
Pullerton, CA 92635. 
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